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of singing the familiar birthday song with 
a different last line, worth imitating in 
our schools and homes everywhere: 


Happy birthday to you, happy birthday to you, 
Happy birthday, dear —, may Jesus bless you. 


counterparts; we load our teachers with February 5 
many more highly complex subjects to 
teach and we also expect them to conduct 
our choirs and play our organs up to the 
standards no longer set by us, but by the 
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Have mercy. Let strength be restored! 
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I pray Thee, Lord, my soul to take, h 1 * I hi y 
If 1 should live for other days, them to elective courses. In this way we 
I pray Thee, Lord, to guide my ways. can kill two birds with two stones, rather “Most gladly therefore will I glory 
And this I ask for Jesus’ sake. than kill one perfectly good teacher with In all my infirmities, Lord, 
Vincennes, Ind. ARTHUR L. SCHEIDT two loads. ; Assured that my life’s but a story 
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FROM NORWAY complicated details which could not be 
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so do my Dr. friends in this Stubborn terested in discussing either in person or Stewardson, Ill. Watrer F. LIEDER 
town of 6,000 inhabitants. by correspondence the question with 
Lillehammer, Norway Sicurp Moun whoever is also interested. 
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Opportunities make the days 
grand 


A. DEVANEY, INC. 


An Awtul Time? 


By HARRY G. COINER 


Professor of Pastoral Theology, Concordia Seminary, St. Louis, Mo. 


ur age is both a grand and an 

awful time, an age awful in 

problems but an age grand in 
opportunities. In the fifth chapter of 
Romans we have an accurate state- 
ment of our age. It is a statement 
of description and a statement of fact: 
“But where sin abounded, grace did 
much more abound; that as sin hath 
reigned unto death, even so might 
grace reign through righteousness 
unto eternal life by Jesus Christ, our 


Lord.” 
An Awful Time 


Sin does abound. Hatred and strife 
and hunger and sickness and igno- 
rance — who can really describe the 
sum total of human perversity and 
need? The problems are many, se- 
rious, and baffling. This is an age of 
awful turmoil, an age frightful with 
the possibilities of explosion. 

But it is an age filled with chal- 
lenge for the church of Jesus Christ, 
for those who have God’s Word to 
speak and the strength given by God 
to go forth and speak it. This Word 
is the sole and powerful means of the 
church. This Word of the Lord Jesus 
speaks to men about what they are, 
no matter who they are or where 
they. are. 

_ This is indeed a day awful for 
the fainthearted, for those who have 
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lost their understanding of the Holy 
Spirit, who waver in the preaching 
of God’s Word and the ministrations 
of the Holy Sacraments. It is an awful 
time for those who have lost their 
enthusiasm for obedience to the Lord 
Jesus and no longer desire to speak 
about the difference between good 
and evil. This is indeed an awful time 
for those whose preaching and teach- 
ing have lost the centrality of Jesus 
Christ, whose words are mere moral 
phrasings, bouncing off the hard sur- 
faces of life. This is an awful time 
for those who attempt to evade the 
total redemptive claim which God 
makes in His Gospel and who, as 
a consequence, have lost the sense of 
their Christian calling. Surely, this 
is an awful time for any church which 
has failed to give priority to the Word 
and the Sacraments, and which no 
longer rightly hears and gladly obeys. 
All that remains in such a situation 
is a company of people trying for no 
clear reason to keep an organization 
together in the face of unfavorable 
trends and finding the attempt not 
worth the effort. All that remains is 
a wooden ministry, making social 
calls, congratulating people on their 
virtues, organizing supper parties and 
entertainments, preparing laborious 
reports on nothing at all. All that 
remains is a system of church courts, 
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concerned with statistics and prop- 
erty and the routine of business, but 
indifferent to doctrine and unprepared 
to say what the church really is. 


A Grand Time 


But this is a grand time, a glorious 
time, for all who have unwavering 
faith in the final triumph of God’s 
eternal purpose. This is a glorious 
day for Christian pastors and Chris- 
tian people, who base their conviction 
upon the fact that God came to sinful 
men in Christ Jesus and covered 
their nakedness and despair; that He 
worked faith in their hearts, so that 
they might receive this goodness and 
mercy in Jesus Christ; that He has 
bound them into a fellowship of His 
church, through which He moves ever 
afresh into the life stream of the 
world. 


Work to Do 


There is no awful time where grace 
abounds. There’s no need to wring 
our hands in despair and say: “See 
what the world has come to!” We 
can say: “See what has come to the 
world!” We are the people who hold 
in our hands and have upon our lips 
the sure cure. Thank God for oppor- 
tunity, for change, for work to do, for 
enthusiasm and zeal to do it. A noted 
churchman from Germany, on a re- 
cent visit to the U.S.; said he wished 
he could be a young man again, be- 
cause this is a grand time to be alive 
and to work for Christ. 

If we are not so dynamic as we 
could wish, we can at least know 
what to look for in the church of 
the living God and what to expect. 
Surely we can expect signs of life to 
show up in the church where the 
Scriptures are taken seriously and 
where they are preached reverently 
and faithfully and taught effectively, 
where something clear is said about 
true and false doctrine, where some- 
thing pointed is said of man’s deepest 
need, of sin and death, of right and 
wrong, and the power of Jesus Christ 
to save to the uttermost. May God 
make us bow our heads and recog- 
nize that not we, but only God (not 
our words, but only God’s Word) can 
make a church, and that in Christ, 
as we live in Him, the future can be 
taken as it comes. Awful days can 
be taken in stride as long as we are 
borne along by the breath of God’s 
mouth and equipped with the saving 
Gospel. 

This is an awful time. Sin does 
abound. But it is a grand time when 
grace does so much more abound. 


Where sin increased and reigned in 


death, grace abounded all the more 
to “reign through righteousness unto 
eternal life by Jesus Christ, our 
Lord.” It is a grand day to be alive 
and work for God. 


Be Ready to Give an Answer — 


to the SEVENTH-DA Y 
ADVENTISTS 


Professor of Systematic Theology, Concordia Seminary, St. Louis 


By L. W. SPITZ 


eventh-Day Adventism owes its 
S origin to the failures of a Baptist 

preacher. On the basis of Dan. 8: 
13,14, William Miller predicted that 
Christ would come between March 21, 
1843, and March 21, 1844. When his 
prediction did not materialize, John 
Couch proposed October 22, 1844. He 
too was bound to fail, for Jesus said: 
“But of that day and hour knoweth 
no man, no, not the angels of heaven, 
but My Father only” (Matt. 24:36). 
The repeated failures of the predic- 
tors caused many of their followers 
to doubt; a small group, however, 
triumphed over 
Hiram Edson believed to have dis- 
covered that according to Heb. 8:1, 2 
the sanctuary spoken of in Dan. 8: 
13,14 is in heaven and not on the 
earth, as Miller had assumed. 


discouragement. - 


Mrs. Ellen G. White, who became the 
prophetess of Seventh-Day Advent- 
ism, saw in a vision a narrow path 
leading to the heavenly Jerusalem. 
Only Adventists were walking on this 
path. In another vision she saw, as 
she averred, the significance of the 
messages of the three angels in 
Rev. 14:6 ff., especially of the third 
angel. The essence of this revelation 
was threefold: (1) The hour of God’s 
judgment had come in 1843—44; 
(2) Babylon, that wicked city, fell 
when the Adventists left the regular 
denominations; (3) a warning is 
issued against worshiping the beast, 
the Antichrist, who introduced Sun- 
day in place of the Sabbath (Dan. 7: 
25). Mrs. White impressed upon her 
followers the duty of proclaiming this 
revelation, particularly the observance 
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Ellen G. White impressed upon her followers 
her vision of the path to heaven 


of the seventh day of the week as 
the Sabbath. According to Mrs. White 
the observance of the Seventh Day 
was the heart of God’s message to 
man. This explains, in a measure, 
Seventh-Day Adventist zeal for pros- 
elyting members of other churches. 

Seventh-Day Adventism is non- 
creedal. Its beliefs must be culled 
from the writings of its founders and 
members. The following statements 
are taken from “Fundamental Beliefs 
of Seventh-Day Adventists” as re- 
corded in William H. Branson’s Reply 
to Canright. 


Seventh-Day Adventists say: 


1. The Sabbath 


That the will of God as it relates 
to moral conduct is comprehended in 


‘His Law of Ten Commandments; that 
these are great moral, unchangeable 
precepts, binding upon all men in 


every age. Ex. 20:1-17. 
That the Fourth [Third] Com- 


mandment of this unchangeable Law 


requires the seventh-day-Sabbath 


-observance. 


2. Redemption 


By accepting Christ, man is re- 


‘conciled to God, justified by His blood 


for the sins of the past, and saved 
from the power of sin by His in- 
dwelling life. 


3. Soul after Death 


That the condition of man in death 
is one of unconsciousness. 


4, Double Resurrection 


That there shall be a resurrection 
both of the just and of the unjust. 


The resurrection of the just will take 
place at the second coming of Christ; 
however, the resurrection of the un- 
just will take place a thousand years 
later at the close of the millennium. 
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The Bible says: 


1. The Sabbath 


“And God spake all these words, 
saying: I am the Lord, thy God, which 
have brought thee out of the land of 
Egypt, out of the house of bondage” 
(Ex. 20:1, 2). 

“Let no man therefore judge you 

. . in respect of an holyday, or of 
the new moon, or of the Sabbath 
days” (Col.2:16). 


2. Redemption 


“John seeth Jesus coming unto 
him and saith: Behold the Lamb of 
God, which taketh away the sin of 
the world” (John 1:29). 


3. Soul after Death 


“And Jesus said unto him, Verily 
I say unto thee, Today shalt thou be 


with Me in Paradise” (Luke 23:43). 


4. Double Resurrection 
“Marvel not at this; for the hour 


“is coming in the which all that are 


in the graves shall hear His voice 
[the voice of the Son of Man] and 
shall come forth; they that have done 
good, unto the resurrection of life; 
and they that have done evil, unto 
the resurrection of damnation” (John 
5: 28, 29). 
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THE LUTHERAN WITNESS 


The Difference: 


1. The Sabbath 


The Law of Moses includes the 
Moral Law. Its Commandments are 
repeated in the New Testament. The 
Sabbath Commandment is not re- 
peated there. The Seventh-Day Ad- 
ventist emphasis on keeping Saturday 
as the divinely prescribed Sabbath 
has severely obscured the doctrine of 
salvation by grace and faith which 
they profess. 


2. Redemption 


It is most important, in order to 
maintain the doctrine of salvation by 
grace, to distinguish between forgive- 
ness of sin through faith in the Savior 
and living a godly life out of love for 
the Savior. 


3. Soul after Death 


Scripture teaches that temporal 
death is the separation of body and 
soul. The dust returns to the earth, 
but the spirit returns to God. 


4. Double Resurrection 


Jesus does not speak of a resurrec- 
tion of the just and of the unjust sep- 
arated by a thousand years. He knows 
of only one coming in glory and one 
resurrection, when all nations shall 
be gathered before Him. 


ae > 


: 5. Fate of the Wicked 


That the finally impenitent, in- 
eluding Satan, the author of sin, will, 
by the fires of the Last Day, be re- 
duced to a state of nonexistence, be- 
coming as though they had not been. 


6. Judgment 
That no prophetic period is given 
in the Bible to reach to the second 
advent, but that the longest one, the 
2,300 days of Dan. 8:14, terminated 
in 1844, and brought us to an event 
called the cleansing of the sanctuary. 


That the true sanctuary, of which 
the tabernacle on earth was a type, 
is the temple of God in heaven... . 
That this heavenly sanctuary is the 
one to be cleansed at the end of the 
2,300 days of Dan. 8:14, its cleansing 
being, as in the type, a work of judg- 
ment, beginning with the entrance of 
Christ as the High Priest upon the 
judgment phase of His ministry in the 
aeavenly sanctuary. . . . This work of 
judgment in the heavenly sanctuary 
began in 1844. 


7. Abstinence 


That in eating and drinking he 
should shape his. life as becometh a 
follower of the meek and lowly Mas- 
ter. Thus the believer will be led to 
abstain from all intoxicating drinks, 
tobacco, and other narcotics, and the 
avoidance of every body-and-soul- 
defiling habit and practice. 


5. Fate of the Wicked 


“Then shall He say also unto them 
on the left hand, Depart from Me, 
ye cursed, into everlasting fire, pre- 
pared for the devil and his angels” 
(Matt. 25:41). “And these shall go 
away into everlasting punishment” 
(v. 46). 

6. Judgment 


“He that rejecteth Me and re- 
ceiveth not My words hath one that 
judgeth him; the Word that I have 
spoken, the same shall judge him in 
the Last Day” (John 12:48). 


“But now once in the end of the 
world hath He appeared to put away 
sin by the sacrifice of Himself. And 
as it is appointed unto men once to 
die, but after this, the judgment; so 
Christ was once offered to bear the 
sins of many; and unto them that 
look for Him shall He appear the 
second time without sin unto salva- 
tion” (Heb. 9: 26-28). 


7. Abstinence 


“Let no man therefore judge you 
in meat or in drink” (Col. 2:16). 
“Wherefore if ye be dead with Christ 
from the rudiments of the world, 
why, as though living in the world 
are ye subject to ordinances (touch 
not; taste not; handle not; which all 
are to perish with the using), after 
the commandments and doctrines of 
men?” (Vv. 20-22.) 


5. Fate of the Wicked 


Seventh-Day Adventists hold that 
the doctrine of eternal punishment in 
hell conflicts with God’s love. God, 
however, is not only a God of love; 
He is also a God of justice and wrath. 


6. Judgment 


The Epistle to the Hebrews shows 
beautifully how the Law and the 
Prophets were fulfilled in Christ. It 
knows nothing of that complicated 
face-saving device discovered by 
Hiram Edson to salvage William 
Miller’s unfortunate mathematics. 


7. Abstinence 


The New Testament warns against 
lasciviousness, lusts, excess of wine, 
revellings, banquetings, and abomin- 
able idolatries. Jesus says that there 
is nothing from without a man that 
entering into him can defile him; but 
the things which come out of him, 
those are they that defile the man 
(Mark 7:15). A Christian will indeed 
remember that his body is a temple 
of the Holy Spirit and will keep it 
accordingly. He will also aim to keep 
it fit for effective service in the Lord’s 
kingdom. But Seventh-Day Advent- 
ism has virtually re-introduced the 
Levitical laws regarding meats which 
may not be eaten, plus some additions 
of their own: “the weak and beggarly 
elements” (Gal. 4:9). 


Conclusion 


Paul says: “A little leaven leav- 
eneth the whole lump” (Gal. 5:9). In 
view of the ever-reoccurring danger 
of legalism in the Christian Church, 
his warning is always in order: 


“Stand fast therefore in the liberty 
wherewith Christ hath made us free, 
and be not entangled again with the 
yoke of bondage” (v.1). 

Speaking of prophets, Moses said: 
“When a prophet speaketh in the 
name of the Lord, if the thing follow 


not, nor come to pass, that is the 
thing which the Lord hath not spoken, 
but the prophet hath spoken it pre- 
sumptuously. Thou shalt not be 
afraid of him” (Deut. 18:22). 

Jesus says: “By their fruits ye 
shall know them” (Matt. 7:20). 


“How Your Brothers Fare” 


See how your brothers fare, and bring some token from them, — 1 Sam. 17:18 


Part Il. In England 


By LAWRENCE B. MEYER, Planning Counselor of Synod 


t was a privilege for me on a recent 
trip to Europe to meet with our 
missionaries for a long discussion 

of their vital mission problems. 
Through the years I have met with 
our missionaries from all over the 
world.* The group of young men and 
women of the Evangelical Lutheran 
Church of England is filled with great 
zeal, ardor, and spirit of adventure 
or Christ. 

Tyndale, Barnes, Coverdale, Cran- 


_ * The author was missionary in China 
from 1917 to 1926. 
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mer, and many other 16th- and 17th- 
century political and religious leaders 
in England were deeply influenced by 
Lutheran theology. 

At one time Lutheranism almost 
became the state religion of England. 
But the few scattered Lutheran 
churches that were founded by groups 
from Germany or Sweden retained 
their nationalism to such a degree 
that they became isolated in a strange 
country. 

In 1896 a small group of German 
bakers organized Luther-Tyndale 
Memorial Church in London. A tran- 
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sition from the German to the English 
language was not effected until after 
World War II. In 1945, when Lu- 
theran GI’s attended services at Lu- 
ther-Tyndale Memorial Church or in 
Tottenham, the neighboring British 
gentry wondered what “these Ameri- 
can soldiers were doing at the German 
church.” 

Thus it could happen in 1946 that 
when the British Broadcasting Com- 
pany was asked to make time avail- 
able for the International Lutheran 
Hour, the answer was: “It is the 
policy of the BBC to broadcast only 
the services of those churches which 
are in the mainstream of Christian 
tradition.” On Christmas Day, 1955, 
the BBC carried the Lutheran Hour 
program. 

God has a mission schedule for 
the Lutheran Church in England. To- 
day the word “Lutheran” is no longer 


(Continued on page 11) 


Circuit Meetings 


Circuit summit conferences are now 
the order of the day.. The spiritual im- 
petus of the “mountaintop” experience 
at our St. Paul Conference last July, 
which was emphasized at the recent Dis- 
trict summit conferences, must now be 
transmitted to all the circuits of Synod. 
The purpose is to inform and to inspire 
all the representatives of all the con- 
gregations in these circuits that they in 
turn may carry the important message 
to their congregation, yes, to every 
member of their congregation. 


Spiritual Motivation 


The meeting will be conducted by 
the circuit Visitor. He will deliver the 
address at the opening devotions, and 
will strive earnestly to supply the spir- 
itual motivation for the “Venture of 
Faith,” even as he himself received such 
inspiration and motivation at the St. 
Paul Conference. Our people should 
know also that the topics of preaching 
and doctrine and practice which re- 
ceived special emphasis in the seminars 
at St. Paul have been discussed by the 
circuit Visitors at the pastoral con- 
ferences of the circuit and will be 
discussed also in future meetings of the 
pastors. 


Who Shall Attend the Circuit 
Meeting 


According to the plans adopted, 
each congregation is to send its church 
council, its stewardship committee, its 
school faculty, its pastor, and the pres- 
- idents of the different societies. In other 
words, each congregation should send 
its full roster of representatives and 
make it a well-attended meeting. In this 
connection let me urge again that in- 
terested lay people who do not happen 
to hold an office at present should also 
arrange to attend these meetings. The 
circuit Visitor, assisted by the Steward- 
ship Committee of the District, will 
have much, very much information to 
impart, information which every official 
in the congregation will be eager to 
receive, for it will enable him to func- 
tion all the more effectively in the Sav- 
ior’s kingdom. Surely everyone is eager 
to render the best possible service for 
the Savior. 


The Program for the Meeting 


The program of the meeting calls 
for planning how to get the “Venture 
of Faith” to function most effectively 


6 


in the congregations of the circuit. It 
will mean a thorough checkup on past 
performances, commendation or exhor- 
tation or encouragement, as the case 
may require, and every effort to per- 
suade all congregations to join whole- 
heartedly in carrying out the assignment 
which Christ has given to us. 


Everyone Should See the Film 
“The Unfinished Task’’ 


(See Cover) 


If time permits, the program will 
include the showing of “The Unfinished 
Task,” the wonderful film which has 
been received with highest acclaim at 
the District summit meetings. Plans will 
be made to supervise the booking of 
the film in all the congregations and to 


urge a “saturation” showing. We should 
strive earnestly to persuade every man, 
woman, and child to see “The Unfin- 
ished Task.” It has been called a must, 
and everyone who has already seen this 
motion picture will agree that this term 
is truly merited. 


Why These Matters Are Urgent 


But why so much ado about these 
matters? Because the work in the Sav- 
ior’s kingdom is most urgent; because 
God has blessed our Synod with re- 
markable growth; because our church 
has been given marvelous mission op- 
portunities; because there is urgent need 
of training more pastors and teachers 
and missionaries; because greater sums 
are necessary to do all this work as it 
should be done; because in this. day of 
unprecedented prosperity we dare not 
fail in the cause of our Lord and Savior 
Jesus Christ. 


Our People Must Be Informed 


What shall bé done to carry out all 
this work as it should be done? Must 
we not inform our people? Is it not 
a fact that a large percentage of our 
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YOUR SYNOD 
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people know little or nothing about the 
Synod to which they belong and the 
work which our Savior has assigned 
to us? Let every pastor and every mem- 
ber ask himself in all earnestness: How 
much does our congregation know 
about Synod? If I were a member of 
your congregation, uninformed about 
the work which our Synod is doing, the 
various countries in which we are per- 
mitted to work, the blessings which God 
is showering on our work, the cost: 
which this work entails, would you 
expect me to become so intensely in- 
terested that I would daily and fervently 
pray for Synod and its work and alsc 
support it wholeheartedly with my of 
ferings? How can I become interestec 
in something of which I know little 
or nothing? 


Encourage the Uninformed 


Permit me to say very frankly tha 
right there is one of the chief cause: 
of our difficulties. Too many of ow 
people are not informed. When thi 
pastor mentions the matter in his ser 
mon, in most instances only 50 per cen 
of the members are present to hear it 
In some congregations the percentage i: 
even less. What is to be done about it’ 
Shall we be satisfied with the situatio1 
and do nothing to correct it? Indee 
not! This would not be fair to the causi 
of Christ nor would it be fair to th 
uninformed members. For the sake o 
Christ’s kingdom and for their own sak 
these members should be given the op 
portunity and should be encouraged t 


take an active part in the cause of th 
Savior. 


Our Most Important Work 


This cause is our most importan 
work. That is why we have been brough 
into the Kingdom. Hence we have a 
this activity at the present time. We det 
initely want to bring the informatio: 
to all our people. Just think how muc 
could be accomplished if all our peopl 
were well informed! What’if everyon 
Were consecratedly active? What ; 
more people would say —not “Whz 
is Synod doing about it”? but — “Whe 
are we doing about it?” 

This is your work; it is my work 
it is the work of every member. It i 
work which all of us are doing for th 
cause of Christ. 


Hence let us all, every one of u: 
pray that God may graciously bless ou 
“Venture of Faith.” 


Joun W. BEHNKEN 
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The Skipping Hills 


Psalm 114:1, 3, 4: “When Israel 
went out of Egypt ... the sea saw 
it and fled; Jordan was driven back. 


The mountains skipped like rams, and 
the little hills like lambs.” 


S recent weeks we have witnessed 
again the power of God at work 
through the forces of nature. Wide 
areas Of our country have been devy- 
astated by floods. Other sections have 
been shaken by earthquakes. Still oth- 
ers have been buffeted by gales. In- 
deed, “God plants his footsteps in the 
sea And rides upon the storm.” 

The powers of nature must do His 
bidding. But His bidding is never dic- 
tated by willfulness or caprice. His 
bidding is always the expression of 
His love and concern for His people. 

The Children of Israel learned 
that lesson early in their history. When 
they made their exodus from the land 
of Egypt and left their hateful bonds 
behind, all the powers of nature com- 
bined to aid them. First the Red Sea, 
then the River Jordan, parted their 
waters to give the Israelites safe pas- 
sage. “The sea saw it and fled; Jordan 
was driven back,” the Psalmist says. 

But more: When the voice of 
God thundered from the holy mount, 
Sinai quaked, and all the hills round- 
about trembled. Recalling the super- 
natural earthquake, the Psalmist cries: 
“The mountains skipped like rams, 
and the little hills like lambs.” 

That is poetry, of course. But in 
a vivid and graphic way it shows how 
the realm of nature must yield to the 
voice of God and how His mighty 
hand controls the elements like pup- 
pets on a string. 

_ And the beneficiaries of God’s ac- 

tion in nature are His people — the 
objects of His love and care, and of 
His redemption through the merits of 
Jesus Christ. This fact may at times 
be difficult to grasp, when the flood 
waters rush and the hurricane blows 
and the earth beneath us quakes — 
when the hills begin to skip. 

But our life is built on a firmer 
foundation than even Gibraltar itself. 
That foundation is the Word and 
promise of God. Built on this eternal 
rock, we never shall be moved. Built 
On this eternal rock, the floods may 
rage and the hills may skip, but our 
house. will stand secure. We know that 
‘every dark and bending line meets in 
e center of His love.” 


THOMAS COATES 
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And Feaus Said 


“T am the Vine, ye are the branches; 


He that abideth in Me, and I in him, 
the same bringeth forth much fruit; 
for without Me ye can do nothing.” 


JOHN 15:5. 


A we weak? Are we frustrated in 
our hopes? Are we backsliding? 
If we are, the reason is indicated in 
what Jesus says here —there is not 
that abiding in Him which is essential. 
The bond with Him has either been 
cut entirely or is being severed. 

The great question is, What is 
Jesus referring to when he speaks of 
abiding in Him? The beautiful il- 
lustration which He employs must 
be carefully considered. In Palestine 
at that time vineyards abounded, and 
His hearers at once understood Him 
when He spoke of a vine and its 
branches. They knew that _ the 
branches of a vine are connected with 
the mother stock or stem not by mere 
close proximity, such as we observe 
in two boards which are nailed one 
to the other. The connection is al- 
together different: it is an organic, 
a vital, one. From the mother stock 
the branches receive sap, strength, 
and life. In the vine there is a mys- 
terious force which courses through 
it and all its branches and makes the 
whole plant alive. Separation of a 
branch from that vine cuts off con- 
nection with that force, and the dire 
consequences will soon be noticed. 

What the illustration brings out 
is that the disciples are absolutely de- 
pendent on Christ. From Him they 
receive everything they need. They 
cannot obtain it from any other 
source. If that connection ceases, all 
strength has fled, spiritual life is gone. 

This evidently requires some more 
explanation. Jesus comes to us as 
Teacher and Savior. To abide in Him 
means that we cling to Him as our 
divine Master and Redeemer, our all- 
sufficient Helper. Let us not imagine 
that He simply refers to intellectual 
knowledge. Abiding in Him is not 
merely a matter of the head; it is 
chiefly one of the heart. This rela- 
tion comes about when we embrace 
Him as our personal Savior. q 

Are we willing to bid farewell t 
everything that interferes with this 
abiding in Him, be it business, pleas- 
ure, some besetting sin, a thirst for 
popularity, or pride and a sense of our 
own sufficiency? Let us make this the 
subject of earnest, repentant inquiry. 


WILLIAM F. ARNDT 
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Words of Life 
= 


“Thou shalt call His name JESUS; 
for.He shall save His people from 
their sins.” Matt. 1:21. 


(eS Himself gave His Son the name 
Jesus, and He thereby marked out 
His whole life and work as one great 
act of divine, radical, and total deliver- 
ance: “He shall save ...” Salvation, 
deliverance, is a uniquely divine task: 
“Salvation belongeth unto the LORD.” 
When Jesus describes His mission as 
that of seeking and saving the lost, 
He is marking His work as a divine 
accomplishment; for His words echo 
the words of the Lord Himself in 
Ezekiel: “Thus saith the LORD God: 
‘Behold, I, even I . . . will seek that 
which was lost” (Ezek. 34:16). It is 
the LORD who saves where Jesus 
saves. God Himself is present. 

This act of Jesus is therefore an 
act of radical deliverance, a deliver- 
ance out of desperation. The cry of 
the Disciples in the boat: “Lord, save 
us, we perish,” is the best commen- 
tary, on this aspect of the word save. 
“Save” pronounces a verdict on man 
in his sin, his estrangement from God, 
his lostness; to believe and hope in 
Jesus as Savior is to believe and hope 
“against hope, in hope,” and to con- 
fess Him as Savior is to cry, “Not 
unto us, O Lord!” 

The deliverance which the name 
of Jesus promised and which His life 
and death and resurrection accom- 
plished is a total deliverance. It goes 
deep to the very root and source of all 
our need — “He shall save His peo- 
ple from their sins” —and_ spreads 
wide to cover the whole existence of 
man, body and soul, now and forever. 
He finds men far from God and in 
flight from Him, receives them, be- 
comes their Friend, and eats with 
them; so simple and so whole is His 
forgiveness of sins. He finds men 
racked by disease, possessed by the 
hosts of Satan, bound by death, and 
releases them. “Thy sins be forgiven 
thee” and “Rise up and walk” are but 
two accents of the selfsame divine and 
saving voice. He gives His sinless life 
to ransom all the forfeit lives of men. 
By His death we are reconciled to 
God, and by His life, His triumphant 
risen life, we shall be saved, saved to 
the uttermost, forever. 

When God called His Son “Jesus,” 
He called forth the eternal light of the 
grace of our Lord Jesus Christ. 

MARTIN H. FRANZMANN 


EDITO 


RIALS 


The “More Sure Word of Prophecy” 


In seeking to safeguard his readers against apostasy 
and seduction by false prophets, the Apostle Peter in his 
Second Epistle recommends to them a simple means, that 
of giving heed to the “more sure Word of prophecy.” This 
Word, which he had been proclaiming these many years, 
was not the word of man, did not consist of “cunningly 
devised fables” conceived by fallible minds of men, but 
the irrefutable truth of God. 

And that for various reasons. God had glorified Jesus, 
the Heart and Center of prophecy, on the Holy Mountain. 
The Father had publicly acknowledged Him as His be- 
loved Son. No human mind can of itself interpret even 
one prophecy, because no man, merely by willing to do it, 
ever produced a single prophecy. Both prophecy and its 
interpretation belong to God; it is in the realm of the 
supernatural. Only God, who gave prophecy, can inter- 
pret it. 

The lesson is plain. If we would be safeguarded against 
apostasy and seduction, then we must reject and ignore 
the interpretations and keys to the Scripture which men 
devise. Scripture must interpret Scripture, for it came 
from God and can be given its true meaning only by His 
Spirit. That way lie spiritual assurance and security. 


The Inner City 


Every large city is faced with a major problem — the 
inner city. The charm of suburban life has always at- 
tracted city dwellers, but in recent years the movement 
from the city to the suburbs has been accelerated. The 
opening of new subdivisions and favorable financial terms 
make it possible even for families of moderate means to 
own their homes in the suburbs. 

Joining in this exodus are many church members. 
What will happen to American cities if church member- 
ship in city churches continues to decline, if in some areas 
churches must be abandoned altogether? Churches have 
always exerted a beneficial influence on community life, 
setting the tone and creating the customs of ow life, a bul- 
wark against the forces of evil. 

Aside from such sociological implications there is a 
greater problem of spiritual importance. What will happen 
to the souls of the many men, women, and children who 
remain in the inner city if churches close their doors? The 
cosmopolitan areas of our inner cities are dotted with 
huge housing projects, and there are no vacancies. Who 
will care for the spiritual needs of those who enter the 
inner cities to take the place of those who are leaving? 
Will coming generations have the blessings that we enjoy? 

This is a major problem for our church, and the solu- 
tion is not an easy one. At the doorstep of midtown 
churches lie great opportunities to reach out for the un- 
churched, and in most cases these churches are engaged 
in untiring evangelistic efforts. But a declining member- 


, 
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ship is a handicap difficult to overcome. A helping hane 
comes from members who, after moving to the suburbs 
continue their membership in the home church not only 
from a feeling of loyalty but also in the conviction tha 
the inner cities need churches. 


“Do-It-Yourself” Religions 


The sainted Dr. Francis Pieper was wont to say that 
though there are some 1,200 different religions in the 
world, in reality there are only two. On the one hand 
there are those which direct their inquirers or adherent: 
to their own works, character, morality, charity, anc 
prayers as the key to pardon and eternal bliss. On the 
other hand, there is the religion of Jesus Christ, whick 
directs men to the love of God, who sent His Son into thx 
world to give His life a ransom for all. To those whx 
repent of their sins and believe in Him He graciously 
grants forgiveness of sin and life everlasting. 

All “do-it-yourself” religions, of whatever type or de- 
scription, shatter upon the rock of the word which solemnl} 
declares: “Not by works of righteousness which we have 
done, but according to His mercy He saved us,” and: 
“By grace are ye saved through faith, and that not o 
yourselves; it is the gift of God; not of works, lest any 
man should boast.” 


Use the New Mailing Privileges 


Churches are entitled to second-class mailing privilege: 
for their bulletins or parish papers without maintaining 
a subscription list, according to legislation approved by 
Congress, July 26, 1955 (Public Law 170, 84th Congress) 

To qualify for the second-class mailing privilege, a con- 
gregation merely needs to pass a resolution stating that its 
publication be sent to all members and that part of thei 
contribution be considered a subscription to the bulletir 
or parish paper. 

Under the new ruling, however, advertising of the pub- 
lisher only is permissible. Any publication which carries 
commercial advertising must comply with the standarc 
postal regulations for second-class matter. 

As a by-product of Public Law 170, church bulletins 
entered as second-class matter will enjoy free mailing tc 
all subscribers living on rural routes within the county 
in which they are published as well as to boxholders ir 
small towns and villages. This is an extension of the “free 
in county” mailing privilege long accorded weekly 
newspapers. 

. City churches must pay a minimum charge of one cent 
a copy for all second-class matter delivered by carrie 
from the post office in which it is mailed. Nearly all church 
publications are presently entered in the U.S. mails at 
this rate. 

It will pay congregations which are mailing to thei 
members a church bulletin or parish paper to apply for 
a second-class permit at their local post office. 


THE LUTHERAN viTNEs 


_OOSE LEAVES 


“Our Venture of Faith” 


We want to emphasize the word “Our” in “Our Venture 
Faith.” This name has been given to the greatly en- 
ged financial program of The Lutheran Church — Mis- 
suri Synod in which the budget for 1956 was increased 
! per cent over the 1955 budget. 


- “Our” — Who is the Missouri Synod? It consists of the 
embers of the congregations that are members of Synod. 
‘ithout the people in its membership it could not and 
ould not exist. 


“Our” — Who is to carry out the program of Synod? 
ere again the organization could not function were it not 
x the work being done by the people, pastors and lay- 
en, called, engaged, elected, or appointed by the members 
‘ Synod to preach and teach, to train pastors and teach- 
*s, to produce books, magazines, Sunday school and 
cher Christian textbooks, to go into foreign lands as mis- 
onaries, etc., etc. 


“Our” — Who is to finance this program? Unless the 
embers of the congregations of Synod bring their offer- 
igs, Synod will have no money to do the work it has 
ndertaken to do. There is no other source of income. 


“Our” — Who can make the program a success? You 
ad I and the rest of the members of the congregations 
- Synod bear the grave responsibility of deciding whether 
‘not “Our Venture of Faith” will succeed. Every person 
ho is able to do so, but fails to bring increased offerings 
7 missions will also fail to do his or her share toward the 
iccess of this venture. On the other hand, every person 
ho contributes proportionately as the Lord blesses him, 
ringing a generous portion of what he receives from the 
ord, will be an important factor in making “Our Venture 
- Faith” a success. 

“Our” —It is our program, our responsibility. Now is 
ie time to assume this responsibility by making generous 
ission offerings every Sunday. Unless we start to do so 
yw, at the beginning of the year, the money required will 
9t be contributed. Will YOU start NOW? — Ontario Dis- 
ict Edition, LUTHERAN WITNESS. 


Good News 


The number of congregations in our District that do not 
ibscribe to the LuTHERAN WITNESS under the every- 
ember subscription plan has been reduced by one. 
he honor for this reduction goes to the voters’ assembly 
Trinity, Bloomington, which recently resolved that the 
ITNESS is to go into every home in the congregation. Our 
mgratulations to the new readers! However, we still 
ave a few congregations which have not made the every- 
ember arrangement. This seems strange to us. Leaving 
it of consideration this District sheet for the moment, 
ry worthwhile organization has a “house organ,” its offi- 
al publication. It is, I believe, almost self-evident that 
rery member of the organization automatically gets the 
ficial publication. The LurHeran Wrrtness is the official 
iblication of The Lutheran Church — Missouri Synod. 
or that reason, if no other, it ought to reach every home. 
‘e sometimes hear the opinion: “Some people don’t 
ad it.” One thing is sure, if it isn’t mailed to them, they 
sver will read it. And in this day of rush, who reads 
rerything in the magazines for which they subscribe? 


If someone reads only two issues of the WITNESS in 
year, and in those two issues he reads one thing that 
: him a better Christian, the $1.25 is well spent. 


Central Illinois District Edition, LuTHERAN WITNESS 


NUARY 31, 1956 
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Whats the Answer? 


Question: The Jehovah’s Witnesses claim that they are all 
ministers by virtue of Baptism. Didn’t Luther also teach that 
Baptism makes priests? 


Answer: Luther repeatedly made such state- 
ments. Thus he writes: “Accordingly all of us are 
consecrated priests through Baptism, as St. Peter 
says 1 Peter 2:9: ‘Ye are a royal priesthood, and 
Rev. 5:10: “Thou hast made us unto our God kings 
and priests’ ” (St. Louis Edition X, 271). Again: “Ev- 
ery baptized Christian is already likewise a priest” 
(Stel. Vv. 1084), 

But Luther draws a clear distinction between 
priests and pastors. He says: “Everyone must be 
a Christian and a born priest before he can become 
a pastor or a bishop. But when a priest has been 
born through Holy Baptism, the office comes and 
makes a difference between him and other Christians. 
For some must be taken out of the group of Chris- 
tians who want to lead the others, to whom God 
then gives special gifts and ability that they are fit 
for the office (Eph. 4:11,12). And although not all 
of us are in the public office and calling, nevertheless 
every Christian should and may teach his neighbor, 
instruct, admonish, comfort, and convict by the Word 
of God, when and where that is necessary” (St. L. 
V, 1037). Yes, every Christian is a royal priest and 
has the responsibility to see that the Great Commis- 
sion is carried out, but special qualifications are 
needed to be a pastor (1 Tim. 3:2-7 and Titus 1:5-9). 


We seriously question the right of the Jehovah’s 
Witnesses to consider themselves priests through 
Baptism. They deny the doctrine of the Holy Trinity 
and the deity of Jesus Christ and thereby place them- 
selves outside the kingdom of Christ. 


Question: When | recently had a discussion with another 
church member on the lodge question and quoted such 
Scripture passages as 2 Cor. 6:14-17, Eph. 5:11, and Matt. 
10:32, 33, he asked me how this agreed with Christ's par- 
able of the tares among the wheat (Matt. 13:24-30). How 
would you explain? 


Answer: Christ does not here answer the question 
whether children of the wicked one (see verse 38) 
should be permitted to retain membership in a Chris- 
tian congregation, but whether they should be de- 
stroyed from the face of the earth, so that they may 
not be hazards to the children of the Kingdom. Such 
action Christ emphatically forbids, explaining that 
the field is the world (not the church). When church 
members persist in adhering to false doctrine or un- 
christian living, Matt. 18:15-17 and 1 Cor. 5:5-13 in- 
dicate the proper procedure. In such cases the church 
does not attempt to judge a man’s heart, but renders 
its verdict upon his expressed statement of refusal 
to mend his way in accordance with the Word. By 
the same token, the church cannot receive into mem- 
bership those who cannot or will not see the sin of 
trying to support both the religion of Jesus Christ 
and the man-made religion of the lodge. O.E.S. 


Bartholomew Ziegenbalg 


n 1706, when Bartholomaeus Zie- 

genbalg and Heinrich Pluetschau 

became the first Protestant mis- 
sionaries to India, missionaries were 
considered not only a novelty. aboard 
ship but a nuisance as well. For that 
matter they were just as unpopular 
ashore. Europe’s navigators and ex- 
plorers had opened the Orient for 
the trader, but Europe’s Christians 
showed less zeal in exporting the 
riches of the Gospel than the mer- 
chants of Europe displayed in import- 
ing the pearls of Ceylon and the 
spices of Malabar. 

Sporadic efforts had previously 
been made to bring Christ to India, 
but with the coming of Ziegenbalg 
and Pluetschau in 1706 the work be- 
came organized and permanent. Be- 
hind them stood King Christian IV 
of Denmark, who had commissioned 
them, the king’s excellent Lutheran 
court chaplain, Dr. Franz J. Luet- 
kens, and many devout Christians in 
Germany, Denmark, and England 
who had previously had scant oppor- 
tunity to show their concern for dying 
fellow men on the other side of the 
world. Through the work of the 
Danish-Halle Mission, as it came to 
be known, continuity was established, 
and the Christian Church could begin 
to grow. 

The Arrival 


It took the Princessa Sophia Hed- 
wiga more than seven months to make 
the 15,000-mile voyage from Copen- 
hagen, via the Cape of Good Hope, 
to the little Danish colony of Tran- 
quebar. Naturally the missionaries 
were elated when they finally stepped 
ashore on July 9, 1706. They carried 
credentials from the king, yet the 
king’s commandant offered no helping 
hand; even the chaplains of the king’s 
East India Company, Lutheran breth- 
ren, if you please, offered no welcome 
and left their Savior’s missionaries 
out in the street when night fell. 
Naturally the missionaries expected 
hardship and persecution, from the 
heathen, not from their fellow Lu- 
therans. 

The first big task was to learn the 
language of the natives. It was no 
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India’s Epiphany 
250 Years Ago 


By E. H. MEINZEN 


On furlough in St. Louis from his missionary work in India 


easy job in those days. The mission- 
aries found they were dealing with 
an ancient culture, a highly intel- 
ligent people, the Tamils. But in addi- 
tion to these Tamil Hindus of many 
castes, there were many people, many 
of them slaves, many who were not 
true natives, or even of mixed blood. 
These non-Tamils spoke a corrupt 
form of Portuguese, then the lingua 
franca of international trade and com- 
merce. Pluetschau, the older mission- 
ary, began studying Tamil, Ziegenbalg 
the Portuguese. Later, however, that 
order was reversed, because Tamil 
proved to be more difficult and Zieg- 
enbalg the more gifted man. 


The First Congregation in India 


Within eight months the mission- 
aries were already teaching and 
preaching. Within twelve months they 
had a small congregation of 40 souls 
and a little church on the foreshore 
of Tranquebar, which they named 
“Jerusalem.” Within ten years there 
were two congregations: Pluetschau’s 
Portuguese church, with a member- 
ship of 150 souls, and Ziegenbalg’s 
Tamil congregation, numbering about 
200. Reinforcements came to India in 
1709 — again from Germany, because 
Dr. Luetkens was again unable to 
find Danes willing to serve. 

Internal dissension broke out, but 
it was overcome, and preaching was 
extended to nearby villages outside 
the walls of Tranquebar. Evangelistic 
trips were undertaken to far-off Ma- 
dras and Tanjore, but nothing imme- 


New Jerusalem 
Church on King 
Street, Tranquebar, 
India. The date 


1718 is under the 
crest on the front 
wall 
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diate developed. In 1712 a printi 
press was sent by Christians in En 
land, and much Portuguese materi 
was produced on it. But a press ab 
to produce the more difficult Ta 
characters arrived from friends 3 
Germany a year later, and on th 
press was produced in 1714 Ziege 
balg’s Tamil New Testament, a mo 
glorious achievement. 

The first seminary, with a stude 
body of eight, was begun by Ziege 
balg only ten years after his landin 


New Jerusalem Church 


Jerusalem Church had by thi 
time become too small and struc 
turally unsafe. Filled with faith an 
high hope, Ziegenbalg felt it was tim 
to erect a much bigger and mor 
substantial edifice, something whic 
would be also a symbol of the per 
manence of Christ’s kingdom. Th 
New Jerusalem church which grey 
from those brave hopes was dedicate 
October 11, 1718. It stands there o 
King Street today. Tranquebar is n 
longer a colonial port; in fact, it lie 
in partial ruins. But Ziegenbalg 


' church is a handsome structure stil 


and in it took place between Janu 
ary 12 and 14, 1956, the principe 
events of the 250th anniversary. 


Spread of Lutheranism in India 


Ziegenbalg and Pluetschau wer 
followed by hundreds of missionarie 
from Scandinavia and Germany 
From their work emerged what i 
now known as the Tamil Evangelice 
Lutheran Church. 

Lutheran church bodies _ fror 
America working in India are th 
American Lutheran, the United Lu 
theran, and the Missouri Synod. 

We may apply to Ziegenbalg th 
lines sung, since A. D. 373, in the an 
cient Syrian church in praise of S 
Thomas, who is often called “th 
Apostle of India”: 

Blessed art thou, whom the Grea 
King hath sent, That India to Hi 
One-begotten thou shouldst espouse 
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aknown to the average Englishman. 
he Evangelical Lutheran Church of 
ngland is in the initial stages of a 
ighty missionary advance on the 
ritish Isles. 

Ten years have brought a tremen- 
dus change. Probably not since the 
ays of Luther has a church become 
aown in a land of 41,000,000 so 
uickly as our Evangelical Lutheran 
hurch of England. The Lord used 
ree missionary agencies: (1) the 
utheran Hour; (2) the impact of 
me 40,000 Lutheran refugees from 
1e Baltic States and Germany; (3) 
1e nucleus of our two Lutheran con- 
regations in London. 


Seven Men 


Our missionary force has grown to 
group of six full-time missionaries, 
lus one from the Norwegian Synod 
f the Synodical Conference. Four of 
vese men are working in London, 
ith its 11,000,000 people. One man 
-in Sunderland, 250 miles north of 
ondon. Another is in Ruislip, a 
iburb of London. The missionary 
‘om the Norwegian Synod is working 
1 Cornwall. 

Probably no other nation in the 
rorld today, including the United 
tates, lives a life of civic righteous- 
ess closer to the precepts of the Ten 
‘ommandments than do the people of 
ngland, but paradoxically, the church 
fe of England is at a low ebb. Yet 
ne British, basically a_ religious 
eople, make the Isles “great open 
oors” for the preaching of the Gospel. 

While missionaries in England do 
ot make the same physical sacrifices 
s do some of our missionaries in 
ther foreign fields, the work in Eng- 
and is not all a bed of roses. One new 
tation the Lord blesses with miracu- 
gus growth; another struggles for a 
ard uphill climb; a third must be 
bandoned because of untoward cir- 
umstances. But the work is being 
lessed far beyond the prayers and 
xpectations of anyone who knows 
he difficulties encountered in doing 
aissionary work in a so-called Chris- 
ian country in which the majority are 
eople born into a state church, people 
tho “belong to church,” even though 
heir church membership is confined 
0 their being baptized, confirmed, 
nd married. 


Our Church in England 


~The zeal of our missionaries in 
sritain carries over in the practice 
f the members of their congregations. 
n recent years these members have 
ebled and quadrupled their contri- 
ations for church purposes. The per- 

1al evangelism of the laity is a joy 
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Our young church in England has 
problems, too. Only one of our mis- 
sionaries there has an automobile. 
Imagine stationing four missionaries 
in London, dividing the city into four 
sections, placing into each section a 
missionary and his family. Do you 
expect him, without a car, to cover 
a territory housing about 4,000,000 
people? Why don’t we give him a 
car? We need $10,800 to give our 
missionary force in England modern 
means of transportation. 


Toward National Ministry 


Another problem confronting our 
church in England is to make avail- 
able facilities for the education of a 
national ministry. England should 
have English ministers. Of our total 
force, one is Canadian, one from New 
Zealand, one from Australia, four 
from the United States. That they are 
not English-born is a handicap. 

Synod’s present plan calls for the 
opening of a Luther House in connec- 
tion with Cambridge University. The 
university courses in the humanities 
and sciences are available to our min- 
isterial students at Cambridge. Their 
theological studies are to be super- 
vised by one of our professors from 
the United States who will serve as 
tutor to the students from our Evan- 
gelical Lutheran Church of England, 
those who are ready to dedicate their 
lives to the preaching of the Gospel to 
their own countrymen. These stu- 
dents will live in the Luther House. 

Dr. William F. Arndt, professor at 
Concordia Seminary St. Louis for 34 
years, and now working on a monu- 
mental Greek New Testament Dic- 
tionary which Cambridge University 
Press is printing, has been asked to 
take over the assignment of getting 
such a Luther House Seminary under 
way. 

Influx of Refugees 


More than 100,000 displaced per- 
sons found refuge, after the start of 
World War II, on the British Isles. 
About a third of these refugees were 
Lutherans from the Baltic countries 
and Germany. Among these strangers 
were Lutheran pastors. In the turmoil 
of migration the people scattered over 
England, and the displaced pastors 
worked in factories to earn a living. 
When Synod became aware of this 
situation, our Emergency Planning 
Council provided funds, so that these 
Lutheran pastors could give their full 
time to gathering scattered exiles into 
congregational groups for regular ser- 
vices conducted in their native 
tongues. 

In 1948, by mutual agreement with 
the National Lutheran Council, the 
financing of this work was divided. 
Later the National Lutheran Council 
turned over its part of the work to the 
Lutheran World Federation. A Lu- 
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theran Council of Great Britain com- 
prising these various exiled groups 
was formed. Rev. E. George Pearce 
was elected chairman of the council. 
Under his leadership doctrinal dis- 
cussions were initiated. God has 
blessed these doctrinal discussions. 
Total doctrinal unity has not been 
achieved, but much progress has been 
made. Last year the Missouri Synod 
told the council that our emergency 
arrangement would be terminated 
January 31, 1956. In a recent meeting 
the members of the council, leaders of 
every one of the five groups, expressed 
their appreciation to your represen- 
tative of The Lutheran Church — 
Missouri Synod for the active interest 
our church has taken in their physical 
and spiritual welfare during the past 
10 years. Some of these men are alto- 
gether in doctrinal unity with the 
Missouri Synod. But because their 
groups are scattered throughout the 
length and breadth of England, they 
claim that there has not been sufficient 
time to indoctrinate even all of their 
pastors, much less their laity, in the 
differences between the doctrine of 
our church and some of the doctrines 
which they learned in their native 
Lutheran churches. Since that time 
the men have approached the Missouri 
Synod formally with a written docu- 
ment pleading that we might continue 
our spiritual and physical relief as 
heretofore. 

The older generation, speaking 
little English, holds services in the 
native tongue. The heavily accented 
English of some of these pastors is a 
disadvantage for mission work among 
English-speaking people. But the 
displaced young people, now grown up 
in exile, want to be citizens of the 
country which has given them refuge. 
They want to join an English Lu- 
theran church. 

We owe them patience and long- 
suffering in clarifying doctrinal mat- 
ters and questions of church practice 
as we want others to deal with us. Our 
Board for European Affairs and our 
Praesidium face a difficult decision in 
giving an answer to the recent plea 
that we do not break off the relation- 
ship which has existed between them 
and us almost a decade. 

Thus in England, as in all our mis- 
sion fields and in our church here at 
home, our Synod faces great chal- 
lenges fraught with perplexing and 
far-reaching problems. The blessings 
God has showered on our church are 
greater than those which any other 
church body in New Testament times 
has received. “Unto whom... much 
is given, of him shall be much re- 
quired.” But we also have the 
promise “Ask, and it shall be given 
you.” He will guide us in God-pleas- 
ing answers also to the problems in- 
herent in building the Church of the 
Reformation in England. 
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GROUND-BREAKING SERVICE FOR LIBRARY, CONCORDIA SEMINARY, CHIA YI, TAIWAN: De- 
cember 25, 1955, Dr. Roy A. Suelflow (seated at table), president of Synod’s seminary on the 


island of Formosa, turned the first shovelful of ground for the library. 


Prof. R. Bringewatt 


(standing) of the seminary faculty preached. —In the center background’ is the old seminary 
building now used for library and classrooms; right, dormitory; extreme right, shower room. 


Synod’s first seminary class in 
Formosa opened in the Suelflow resi- 
dence at Taipeh, capital of Free 
China, in September 1952. Earlier 
that year the Board for Foreign Mis- 
sions had called Missionary Roy A. 
Suelflow, formerly of the mission staff 
in China, who was working in Japan 
at the time, to resume missionary 
activity among the Chinese people 
living in Formosa. Synod’s seminary 
in Hankow, Hupeh, China, was dis- 
continued in 1949 because of the ad- 
vance of Communist armies. 

Early in 1954 the Formosan semi- 
nary moved from a chapel in Taipeh 
to South Central Taiwan, where the 
mission purchased land in Chia Yi, 
a town of 50,000 people. In the au- 
tumn of 1954 the seminary enrollment 
was 25. Because some of the students 
have been called into the armed 
services of their country, the enroll- 
ment is now down to 17. Of these, two 
are Taiwanese; the others are Chinese 
from the mainland. 

Missionary Ralph Bringewatt, who 
had originally served on the staff in 
‘China, but who had moved to Japan, 
was called to the Formosan seminary 
faculty in 1954. 

Several old buildings on the out- 
skirts of Chia Yi have housed the 
theological students. Two new resi- 
dences have recently been completed, 
and construction on the new library 
arted December 29. The new build- 
roject includes a kitchen-dining 

nit. 


Yuba City, Calif., on December 23 
had made room in its city of 10,000 
inhabitants for 9,000 refugees from 
flooded Marysville across the river. 
Before the dawn of December 24, the 
Feather River, breaking through a 
levee, inundated Yuba City and set 
19,000 people in flight for their lives. 

While floods swept through three 
Western states, Yuba City was hard- 
est hit. About 90% of the homes suf- 
fered major damage. The property of 
First Lutheran Church (Rev. H. Ebe- 
ling, pastor) and of 50 families in the 
congregation at Yuba City was seri- 
ously damaged, with 10 or 12 of the 
homes made uninhabitable. A num- 
ber of these homeowners are young 
couples whose mortgaged-to-the-hilt 
financial status precludes the’ possi- 
bility of obtaining emergency loans. 

-Four business establishments, in- 
cluding a drugstore and a wood mill 
owned by Missouri Synod Lutherans 
in Yuba City, were wiped out. Two of 
these owners also sustained extensive 
damage to their homes. One of them 
cannot salvage his $30,000 house, in 
which his family lived less than a 
year. 

Rev. Arthur C. Nitz of San Fran- 
cisco, President of the California and 
Nevada District, has led the District 
in thanking God that there was no 
known loss of life among the church’s 
members. 

Clothing collections filled every 
available space in Redeemer Lutheran 
Church, Chico, prior to distribution. 
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Thousands of pounds of clothing ea 
marked for Europe and stored in t 
Modesto warehouse for Luthera 
World Relief were given to the flood 
disaster victims. 

On Christmas Day financial as 
sistance began to arrive. From Texa 
congregations came two $30-check 

On January 15 the District hel 
a collection for flood-stricken Lu 
therans on the West Coast. Locd 
committees will inspect and evalua 
damage to homes and properties o 
church members, and funds will b 
apportioned on the basis of need an 
availability. Individuals and congre 
gations eager to speed the physica 
rehabilitation of the flood victims wh 
are fellow Lutherans may send cas} 
contributions to the Financial Secre: 
tary of the California and Nevad 
District: W. F. Schinnerer, 145 
Thousand Oaks Blvd., Albany 6, Calif 


. He. KELM 
A PLAQUE OF DR. MARTIN GRAEBNER, SR., 
second president of Concordia College, Saint 


Paul, Minn., 1927—1950, was unveiled al 
the dedication of the college’s Dr. Martin 
Graebner Memorial Chapel, November 13. 


R. to I.: Mrs. Martin Graebner, Sr., St. Paul; her 
daughter and two of her sons: Mrs. Roger (Ruth} 
Sutherland, Hyattsville, Md.; Robert, St. Paul, anc 


Rey. Martin Jr., student pastor at the University of Chi- 
cago; and two grandsons: Michael (son of Rev. Martin 
Graebner, Jr.) and John (son of Robert Graebner). 


For “Valpo Sunday,” January 29, 
when congregations throughout Synod 
held a special collection to support 


Valparaiso University, Dr. J. W. 
Behnken, Synod’s President, and 
Dr. O. P. Kretzmann, Valparaiso 


University president, in letters to 
Synod’s pastors, asked for generous 
support of the congregations this year 
to help the university balance its 
budget. Tuition pays for about half 
the cost of educating a student. The 
balance comes from donations to the 
university, Dr. Kretzmann said. 
)} 


THE LUTHERAN WITNESS 


yin ak 


‘Building for Christ’’ Agencies 
Say “Thank You” 


_ Last year at this time we were 
all talking about “Building for 
Christ,” the $5,000,000 offering 
for five charitable agencies. 

For necessary repairs and im- 
provements we hoped to raise: 


For Valparaiso Uni- 
versity: chapel and 
GOrnmMInOryis 2 $2,500,000 

For Bethesda Lu- 
theran Home: dor- 
-mitory, school, and 
remodeling 

For World Relief and 
Refugee Service —_ 

For Lutheran Dea- 
coness Association: 
chapter house 

For Lutheran School 
for the Deaf, New 
York: remodeling _ 


1,700,000 


400,000 


250,000 


150,000 


Total $5,000,000 


The latest report, as of De- 
cember 31, 1955, shows gross 
cash receipts of $4,486,832.78. 
We have not quite attained our 
goal. The fund is still open, and 
we hope additional contributions 
will come in. Most of the needs 
of the organizations will be met. 

On behalf of these institu- 
tions and the people whom they 
serve we say a hearty “THANK 


YOU!” 
“BUILDING FOR CHRIST” 


COMMITTEE 


Public schools that teach religious 
ctrine can cause tension in the com- 
mity and anxieties in children, 
non H. Rifkind of New York told 
regional meeting of the American 
wish Committee in Miami. He is 
former Federal judge. 
Public schools should give children 
n understanding of the historical 
e of religion in our civilization,” he 
d. “However, it is not the function 
the public school teacher to 
engthen children in a belief in God, 
ask which is exclusively within the 
ovince of the home, church, and 
> synagogue.” 


The cover of the Lutheran An- 
al for 1956 shows the interior of 
on Lutheran Church, Portland, 
eg. “This congregation,’ Rev. Ed- 
n C. Zschoche, pastor, wrote the 
ITNESS, “is the mother church of the 
srthwest District and is celebrating 
.75th anniversary this year.” 

The Annual, available from Con- 
rdia Publishing House for fifty 
nts, lists indispensable statistical 
aterial on Synodical Conference 
urches. Order your copy promptly. 
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George C. Schroe- 
der, Jr, a mem- 
ber of First English 
Lutheran Church, 
New Orleans, placed 
first last fall in 
the National Ilumi- 
nating Engineering 
Society’s national 
contest for papers 
on “My Most In- 
teresting Lighting 
Job.” He based his 
material on the designing of the elec- 
trical work for the Crippled Chil- 
dren’s Hospital in New Orleans. 

A graduate of St. Paul’s-First Eng- 
lish Lutheran School and Tulane Uni- 
versity, where he received a degree 
in electrical engineering, he has de- 
signed the lighting for the new First 
English Church and School now un- 
der construction. He is superintendent 
of the Sunday school and a member 
of the congregation’s building com- 
mittee, the ushers’ society, and the 
Lutheran Laymen’s League. 


George C. 
Schroeder, Jr. 


Rev. T. W. Broetzmann, installed 
as pastor of Immanuel Church, Hew- 
itt, Wis., last September, was 38 years 
old when he entered Concordia Semi- 
nary, Springfield, Ill., in 1946. After 
he was graduated and ordained in 
1951, he served in the Muscoda-High- 
land parish in southwestern Wiscon- 
sin, where he supervised a church- 
building program. In 1953 he became 
missionary at large in Milwaukee and 
organized St. Mark’s Congregation. 
Ill health forced his resignation in 
March 1955. In August he received 
and accepted the call to Hewitt. 

For 25 years he worked as an ac- 
countant in Milwaukee and as a lay- 
man was active in Bethlehem Church, 
where he was an elder for more than 
20 years. 


The Conference of District School 
Superintendents met at Concordia 
Teachers College, Seward, December 


13 to 15, with 17 District superin- 
tendents and 28 advisory members 
attending in the interest of parish 
education in churches of Synod. 

Under the conference theme “In- 
Service Training for Heaven-Directed 
Education” the following papers were 
presented: “Critical Issues in Church- 
State Relationships,’ by Executive 
Secretary Arthur L. Miller; “Educa- 
tional Implications of Lutheran The- 
ology,” by Rev. Allan Hart Jahs- 
mann; “Individual Counseling as a 
Phase of Parish Education Calls for 
Increasing Attention and Training,” 
by Rev. Arnold Meyer; “Visualized 
Presentations at District Conventions 
and Conferences,” by Arthur L. Amt; 
“Effective Conference Programming,” 
by W. J. Gernand. 

Presidents A. O. Fuerbringer, Paul 
A. Zimmermann, M. L. Koehneke, and 
Prof. Fred Kramer discussed “Devel- 
oping Parish Consciousness and Com- 
petence.” 

Dr. A. C. Stellhorn, Secretary of 
Schools, in speaking of the need, 
guidance, and recruitment of teachers, 
reported that there is an annual turn- 
over of 940 teachers and a loss of 
690 teachers, mostly women, in Lu- 
theran schools in North America. In 
the last year 263 new classrooms were 
added to these schools. The training 
of 60,000 Sunday school teachers for 
the 600,000 pupils in the Sunday 
schools of the church calls for per- 
sistent attention, Dr. Stellhorn said. 

The conference noted the anniver- 
sary of Bernard Schumacher, who has 
served the South Wisconsin District 
as superintendent for 30 years. The 
conference also recognized Robert 
Schnabel of the Central District and 
Martin J. Maehr of Seward, who re- 
cently received the Ph. D. degrees. 

The following were elected offi- 
cers: Chairman, Arnold E. Erxleben; 
secretary, Harold A. Leimer; assist- 
ant secretary, Edward J. Keuer; 


treasurer, Dr. Schnabel. 


Conference of District School Superintendents, Concordia Teachers College, Seward, Nebr. 
Seated First Row (I. to r.): Rev. Arnold F. Meyer, Colorado District; Rev. A. F. W. Obermeier, Colorado; Rev. 


H. G. Hartner, California-Nevada; W. R. Kamprath, Northwest; 


E. H. Kever, Texas; Dr. Arthur E. Wittmer, 


Atlantic; Rev. Eric F. Braver, South Wisconsin; Lester Bayer, Austin College, Tex.; Bernard H. Schumacher, South 


Wisconsin. 


Seated Second Row: Dr. A. C. Stellhorn, St. Louis; Dr. A. 
Wisconsin; Rev. F. A. Rubbert, North Dakota; Rev. W. L. Barth, Northern Nebraska. 


L. Miller, St. Louis; Arthur L. Amt, North 
Seated Third Row: W. J. 


Gernand, Central; Eldor C. Sieving, St. John's College, Kans.; Rev. T. A. Bostelmann, Northern Nebraska; L. J. 


Dierker, Western; Adrian Kelley, Florida-Georgia; Rev. 


A. H. Meitler, Oklahoma, 


Standing: F. C. Seevers, 


Southeastern; Dr. Robert V. Schnabel, Central; E. Chas. Mueller, Southern Nebraska; L. G. Schulenberg, Minne- 


sota; A. H. Kramer, Northern Illinois; Dr. Oscar Feucht, St. Louis; E. F. Wiese, Michigan; Dr. Martin Maehr, 
Seward; Arnold Erxleben, Kansas; H. A. Leimer, Western; Dr. Henry J. Boettcher, Chicago; Rev. Martin Selftz 
lowa West; Prof. W. Juergensen, Seward; Dr. Paul A. Zimmermann, Seward. ‘ 


conference are missing on this picture. 
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Nine other attendants of 


“This Is the Life” recently re- 
ceived the following tributes: Alfred 
A. James, inspector of public schools 
of London, Ont., Canada, wrote Rev. 
Ci.d,. Sillinger. *ar*orof- Trimty 
Church in that ci. “i should like te 
express, through ycu, to the Misso1~ 
Synod of the Lutheran Church 
appreciation of your weekly tel: 
production ‘This Is the Life. Y:. .e 
bringing basic Christian teaching to 
many people by showing how its con- 
cepts may be applied to everyday liv- 
ing. I believe that this cannot help 
but make many of your viewers re- 
assess their own conduct on the basis 
of the true values as revealed by the 
life and teachings of our Lord and 
Savior, Jesus Christ.” 

Paul A. Hopkins, executive secre- 
tary of The Evangelical Foundation, 
Inc., of Philadelphia, wrote Rev. Her- 
man W. Gockel, Religious Director of 
Lutheran TV Productions: “ ‘This Is 
the Life’ unquestionably has set the 
standard for all the Christian pro- 
grams of our day.” 


Concern for millions of Protestant 
Christians whose churches are not yet 
in the National Council of Churches, 
“including the largest Convention of 
Baptists and the second largest Lu- 
theran Church,” was expressed at 
Omaha by Dr. Eugene Carson Blake, 
president of the NCC. He referred to 
the Southern Baptist Convention, 
with more than 8,000,000 members, 
and to The Lutheran Church — Mis- 
souri Synod, with 2,000,000. 


PASTORS, USE RADIO AND TV 
DURING LENT! 


_ Hspecially during Lent 

‘’ we want to bring the 
message that “Christ 
died for all” to a needy 
world. Pastors, congre- 
gations, teachers, and 
laymen are urged to 
bring the message of 
Christ Crucified to their 
area by arranging for 
special services over 
local radio and TV sta- 
tions during Lent, particularly 
during Holy, Week. Make arrange- 
ments f ur broadcast early, 
since the schedules of stations are 
often crowded. 

For your convenience, KFUO has 
made a wide assortment of Lenten 
radio and TV materials available 
FREE, except for a small service 
charge plus postage. A list of ma- 
terials will be sent promptly on 
request. Lent begins February 15. 
Write now to: 


DR. HERMAN H. HOHENSTEIN, Supervisor 
Radio and Television Extension Department 
Radio Station KFUO, St. Louis 5, Mo. 


Deaths 


Frederick G. Ehnes (April 5, 1877, 
i ulenberg, Bavaria, Germany, to De- 
ber 4, 1955, New York, N.Y.), son 
of G. Christian ‘and Eva Merklein Ehnes; 
graduated Teachers’ Seminary, Addison, 
Ill., 1895. 

He taught in Lutheran schools of 
Martin Luther Orphan Home, West Rox- 
bury, Mass., 1895—97 and 1906—09; Trin- 
ity Church, Long Island City, N. Y., 1897 
to 1902; St. Stephen’s Church, Bronx, New 
York City, 1902—06; Immanuel Church, 
Kingston, N. Y., 1913—27; St. John’s 
Church, Brooklyn, 1929—31; and was 
organist at St. John’s Church, East Har- 
lem, New York City, 1932 to 1948. 

He is survived by his widow, the 
former Frieda Koch, whom he married 
in 1902; two daughters: Frieda; and 
Mrs. Elizabeth Wiedemann, Flushing, 
N. Y.; and a son, Fred, Livingston, N. J. 

For the funeral services December 7 
at St. John’s Church, East Harlem, Dis- 
trict President Herman J. Rippe preached, 
and the undersigned officiated and read 
the committal rites in Maple Grove 
Cemetery, Flushing. 


THEODORE H. BUSHMANN 


William C. Pipkorn (April 8, 1868, 
Freistadt, Wis., to December 10, 1955, 
Milwaukee, Wis.), son of Gottlieb and 
Bertha Buth Pipkorn; graduated Teachers’ 
Seminary, Addison, IIll., 1890; taught in 
the schools of St. Mark’s Church, Chicago, 
1890—1902, and Trinity Church, Freistadt, 
Wis., 1902—1944, when he retired. 

His wife, the former Emma Schnaekel, 
whom he married in 1894, died in 1954; 
a daughter, Mrs. Irma Nowe, also pre- 
ceded him in death. He is survived by 
four sons: Alfred and Elmer, Chicago; 
and William S. and Arthur; and three 
daughters: Mrs. Lydia Ernst; Mrs. Elvina 
Whalen; and Mrs. Norma Klabunde, 
Hendersonville, N.C. 

The undersigned conducted the fu- 
neral service December 13 in Bethany 
Church, Milwaukee, and read the com- 
mittal rites in Graceland Cemetery. 


GEORGE BEIDERWIEDEN, SR. 


Anmouncements 


Ordinations and Installations 
Installed: Coons 
Benning, Carl E., Bethlehem, Altamont, Ill, 
by Herbert Schmidt, Nov. 27, 1955. 
Buntrock, Orville A., Redeemer, ‘Lubbock, 
Tex., by E. A. Wolf, Dec. 18, 1955. 
Messiah, North Hollywood, 
Calit., by Elmer Ude, Dec. 4, 1955 


Busch, Ralph, 
Dierks, Lambert A., Peace, Barney, N. Dak., 


by L. K. Meyer, Jan. 1. 
Droutz, Harry, St. John, Cove, ce supply 
pastor, ae Savage, Pa., by C. F. Dauphin, 


Dec. 18, 

Fergin, Mee F., Redeemer, Dishman, Wash, 
by Charles A. ‘Reichert, Dec. 18, 1955 

Griesse, Theodore R., Grace, Mart, Tex., by 
Roy Barlag, Dec. 18, 1955. 

Hauser, Luther, Our Savior, Pipestone, Minn., 


b R. L. Bode, Dec. 18, 1955. 
z Beloit, Wis., by 


Hinz, Thomas P., Trinity, 
W. J. Baese, Dec. 18, 1955 

Mueller, Kenneth, Zion, R. 2, Edgerton, Ohio, 

byaiCaH, Matthias, Dec. 18, 1955. 
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PACIFIC LUTHERAN 


} 


Mueller, Reinhold J., Hanover Lutheran, R. 
pares eee Mo., by O Pooke 
n 
Reiner, Albert 3 pip Lutheran, Kelo 
B.C., Can., A. Gabert, Jan. 1. ; 
Richmond, Wathantet, St. Luke, High Poin} 
W..C;; by M. W. Rupprecht, Jan. I. 


j 
Installed: TEACHERS : 


Bohlmann, Edward P., Trinity, Vallonia, Ind 
by H. M. Hansen, Sept. 18, 1955. ; 
Pinnow, Cand. Richard, Immanuel, Seymou#} 
Ind., by Victor A. Mack, Dec. 18, 1955. 


Official Notices 


Rev. Claudius S. Kulow of St. Albans, Lo! 
Island, N. Y., has been appointed Visitor @ 
the New York area churches affiliated wit 
the English District. Pastor Kulow succeed 
Rev. Paul Scaer, who has become a membé 
of the Board of Directors of the Englis 
District. —H. G. Kuerner, President, Englis 
District. : 


Rev. Stanley Rosenau, Melfort, Saskatche 
wan, has been appointed Visitor of the No t 
Saskatchewan East Circuit to replace Rey 
C. R. Baron, who has accepted a call ini 
another circuit of the District. —L. W. Kozz 
oe President, Manitoba-Saskatchewan Dis 
rict. 


Reports and Memorials to Synod 
Lists of Delegates 


According to the Synodical Handbook, Se 
1.25, reports and memorials must be in th 
hands of the President ten weeks prior to 
convention of Synod if they are to be in 
cluded in the Book of Memorials. This yea 
that would be April 11. Please make ou 
overtures in duplicate, and send one cop; 
to the President and one to the Secretary 0 
Synod at the address below, using 812 x1 
paper, writing on one side only, double spacé 
properly signed. 


It should not be necessar; 
to rewrite the reports and memorials beforé 
they’ go to the printer. Avoid wordiness 
Memorials from Districts should be sent i 
by the District Secretaries with their sig 
natures. 

Lists of delegates should not be sent t 
the undersigned but to the respective Distrie 
Secretary, who will promptly forward sudel 
lists to me. Representatives of synodica 
(not District) boards and institutions should 


trict, a pastor and a layman, have the righ 
to vote. Representatives of teachers’ group: 
educational institutions, boards, etc., will 
listed as advisory members (Handbook, See 
1.59). As to expenses, lodging, etc., seg 
Sec.1.75f. The Committee on Nomination: 
will need a list of delegates long before the 
convention to nominate suitable men for the 
various Offices. Later the President will neec 
the list to appoint committees. It is ver} 
important that District Presidents and See: 
retaries report the qualifications of delegate: 
for the various offices and boards on a sep: 
arate sheet to the President. 


M. F. Kretzmann, Secretary of Synoc 
312 N. Tennessee, Danville, Ind. 


Assignment of Calls 


Our seminaries and colleges will furnist 
the church with the following number o: 
workers to be assigned this year: 192 minis: 
terial candidates; 213 ministerial vicars; 14( 
teacher graduates; i106 women graduates 
205 supply students and Winfield graduates 
These are approximate figures. 

All calls and applications must be in th 
hands of the District Presidents by March 14 
Diplomas of Vocation may be obtained fron 
Concordia Publishing House;  applicatior 
blanks for vicars, women teachers, and fo! 
undergraduates are to be requested from the 
District Presidents. 

The important matter of assigning thes« 
workers to their first field of service has beer 
made the ab ara ahd of the District Pres: 
idents (Handbook 4.09). The Board of As. 
signment will not honor direct calls ot 
applications. It will consider a request fo! 
a certain worker, but the final decision mus 
rest with the Board of Assignment. — WALTEI 
F. Licutstnn, D. D., Chairman, Board of As: 
signment. 


Call for Nominations 


The Board of Control of Concordia Teacher: 
College, Seward, Nebr., with the approval o: 
the Board for Higher Education, hereby issue: 
a call for nominations for three associat 
professorships: 


THE LUTHERAN WITNESS 


ee 


Religion. 


! Natural sciences; especially health, phys- 
_ieal education, and recreation. 


English and the social sciences. 


addition to the necessary general quali- 
ions, each candidate is to possess sufficient 
uate credits in the specific fields to meet 
equirements of the North Central Asso- 
jon of Colleges and Secondary Schools. 
ominations, together with a statement of 
ifications, should be sent to the under- 
ed by March 15, 1956. — WILLIAM LEPPIN, 
retary, The Board of Control, Concordia 
shers College, Seward, Nebr. 


mo. Changes of Address 


eck, Alfred H., 455 N. Third, 
Wood River, Ill. 
reda, William C., 12826 Lorain Ave., 
Cleveland 11, Ohio 
runn, Frederick H., D. D., em., 
518 James, Rockford, IIi. 
ierks, Lambert A., Barney, N. Dak. 
ittloff, Wayne A., 206 W. Ninth, 
Big Springs, Tex. 
iodt, Ralph L., Turner Place, Albany, N. Y. 
ifert, Edwin W., 408 Jones Ave., d 
Garden City, Kans. 
ifert, Lorenz E., 9263 Cottonwood Dr., 
St. Louis 21, Mo. 
llermann, Norman C., 187 E. Vista, 
Daly City 25, Calif. 
ischer, William E., 28 S. Tenth, 
Council Grove, Kans. 
ilker, Alexander C., em., 
9050 Williams Ave., La Mesa, Calif. 


8,341 666.66 


of ss 


7,583,333.33 


ol 


6,825,000.00 


ee 


6,066,666-66 


5,308,333-33 


i 


4,550,000.00 


Pe ss 


3,791 666.66 


Pe ee A 


5.2 
1,516,666.66 | 779,93 


i 


758,333.33 


376,175.2 


Contribute for Missions Each 


Paty 3 1, 1956 


OPERATING STATEMENT 


Cash Requirements, Feb. 1 to Dec. 31 -.--_---------_---- 
Cash Receipts, Feb. 1 to Dec. 31 


Te PAC ye) ee 


Goltermann, Samuel I., Concordia College, 


eet egies ke Schup eee John F., em., 
’ : ixson’s Trailer 
Hansen, Eyrich E., 2104 Sixth St., E., Zephyrhills, Fla, oe 
Hibbing, Minn. ‘ Strege, Paul H., c/o Mrs. E. Petzoldt, 
Harms, John C., em., 307 Indiana Ave., 4067 Tholozan, St. Louis 16, Mo. 
Norfolk, Nebr. 
Hauser, Martin A., Braham, Minn. Teachers: 
Heerboth, Paul, c/o L. H. Henning, Hart, Leroy J., 1717 N. Narragansett, 
= Poucondia. ge Brie Meme 39, a 
oepke, Fran 4 , 4-chome eyer, Wendell N., 2825a N. Stowel 2 
Shimo-Meguro Meguro-Ku, Tokyo, Japan Milwaukee 11, Wis. 1G 
Kretzmann, Otto F., Box 73, Ruff, Charles L., em., 891 S. Walnut, 
Oxford, Nebr. Anaheim, Calif. 
Kreyling, Paul, 2-2458 Aga-Shimonakajima- Trautsch, Harold H., 2437 N. McVicker Ave., 
cho Suido-machi, Nagaoka, Chicago 39, Ill. 
shi Niigata Prefecture, Japan Walther, Paul G., 2224 Hoff St., 
Laatz, Willard C., 4033 Prescott Ave., Flint 6, Mich. 
Lyons, Ill. Weber, Eugene, 20151 Priday, 
Maken, Andrew, R. 1, Willshire, Ohio Cleveland 23, Ohio 
Meyer, Donald P., 6238 Southwood, Wieting, Henry J., 521 E. Nebraska St., 
St. Louis 5, Mo. Pierce, Nebr. 
Moritz, Victor,E., 1028 Port St., 


New Orleans 17, La. 
Mueller, E. W. Henry, R. 2, New Haven, Ind. 
Mueller, Reinhold J., R. 2, 

Cape Girardeau, Mo. 


Notice 
Nietzke, Carl E., 4432 12th St., 


Articles, church news, announce- 
Detroit 8, Mich. ments, obituaries, intended for publica- 
Oelschlaeger, Erich V., 115 S. Sixth, tion in the LuTHERAN WITNEsS, books 
St. Charles, Mo. for review, and general correspondence 
Panning, John F., 147 W. Fifth, should be addressed to the Editorial Of- 
Corning, N. Y. fice, 801 De Mun Ave., St. Louis 5, Mo. 
Perlich, George H., Janesville, Minn. 


Rast, Herbert A., R.5, Box 313L, 
Fort Worth, Tex. 


Reports of ordinations, installations, 
dedications, anniversaries, and changes 
Roth, William, Box 36, Hinton, Okla. 


of address of pastors and _ teachers 
Schelp, Paul W., Caixa Postal 911, should be sent to the Statistical Bureau, 


Porto Alegre, R. G. S., Brazil Lutheran Building, 210 North Broad- 


Schmidt, Paul, 45-402 Park Ave., way, St.Louis 2, Mo. 
Indio, Calif. 


we doing for Missions? 


ential £>——— a a "365.95 
Central Illinois —--— Hives 602 
Golorad0— et eee 2,066.7 
Maste0Os ee ee Se 157,975.84 

le era a re 63,712.14 
_——— 182,081.07 
Sra 6,967.79 
Kansas ------.-<-y5tchewan : LEE 
Manitoba and SS ———— "181458 98 
fetal Gea he ee ee ee : 
Minnesota eS 241,696 61 
tana -—-=—= = 1 Ty fs 
orth Dakold - eel nee = 496 °936.29 
North Wisconsin --—- : : EI 5 363 19 

Northern Lanes eer mart et 4 4,600 58 

Norther ; oe Sy 38,527.00 

Northwest -----~-— : 75,286.36 

Oklahoma ---- - 338,742 we 

QriO a--—aee e  e 48. 

auth Dakota ——— Fak ra : 9856.57 

Southin WisCOlS aera ee = 88,045.13 

SOMIN ESS te ae erenen eee Se — me IS 144,801.16 

Souune Te re = 161,971.44 

Souiher a Ce tne So 136,108.99 

hed els 458,310.0 

Souther 


1954 1955 
$7,425,900.00 $8,341,666.66 
5,620,127.92 6,459,603.79 


OES NE eee $1,804,872.08 $1,882,062.87 
Charles E. Groerich, Assistant Treasurer 
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fter You, Marco Polo 


CHINA 
- 

5 a 
po ee Nenko» a 
“eg coe row oh Tien 

. a aoe Py 

Psi mana ich oP Wwe 7 

® IRAN (Heme 9 be bab ee 


FGH as 


Kondeher- Sm 


PAKIE TAN 
sf 


The attractive lass on the cover is Jean Shor, author of AFTER YO! 
MARCO POLO, the February selection of the Concordia Book Clu 


Mrs. Shor is an adventuress of the first order. She and her husbai 
Franc write for “National Geographic Magazine” and travel all over t 
world for pictures and stories of fascinating and unusual places. 


AFTER YOU, MARCO POLO is Jean’s true 
story of a recent trip from Venice to China over the 
same precarious route followed by Marco Polo cen- 
turies before. She writes with humor, charm, and 
warmth of people and events along the strategic border 
area between the Arab lands and Russia. It is a su- 
perior travelog and a stirring adventure —a_ picnic 


$10.00 VALUE, YOURS AS A GIFT 


After you have pur- 
chased four books from the 
club within a 12-month 
period, you are eligible to 
receive as a free dividend 


with the Shah of Iran — brainwashing by Chinese 
Communists — a steward rushing into their shipboard 
cabin, lifting the mattress, and then dashing off with 
a strand of pearls hidden there — an unexpected meet- 
ing with Moira Shearer and the Sadler’s Wells ballet 
troupe in an out-of-the-way Iranian village — all the 
thrills that fiction is made of, plus adventures that 
could develop only in life situations. 

You may select AFTER YOU, MARCO POLO 
as your first credit book when you join the Concordia 
Book Club. 


FREE WHEN YOU JOIN 
And as a membership bonus you receive, free of 


charge, Walt Disney’s THE LIVING DESERT, a 122- 
page book containing 106 drawings and_ full-color 


Hammond’s TRAVEL AT- 
LAS OF SCENIC AMER- 
ICA, a _ regular $10.00 
value. Or, you may choose 
from a list of other valuable 
library editions which may 
appeal to you. 

Complete descriptions of 
all new books come to-you 
through bi-monthly issues 
of Previews, the club’s 
review publication. Of 
course, you select only 
those books which interest 
you. 


photographs from the Academy Award-winning motion 
picture depicting the teeming plant and animal life 
of our Western deserts. A beautiful, noteworthy book 
the entire family will enjoy. 


Count on good selections! 


For complete information send in the cou- 
pon below. Do it NOW! 


CONCORDIA BOOK CLUB 


3558 SouTH JEFFERSON AVENUE, SAINT Louls 18, Missouri 


[1] Enroll me as a member of the Concordia Book Club and send me as my first credit © 
selection a copy of AFTER YOU, MARCO POLO, @ $4.50, plus a free copy of 
Disney’s THE LIVING DESERT. 


I encloses $i. 243438 


[] I am interested in joining the Concordia Book Club and would like additional 
information about the current selections and dividends 


Name 22.325 22.1> 7 eee 


Address 


nee re qeenesenennansanenseeeen=: 


CRY a in ee 


a ae 


